


Life in North Carolina in 1950





With its relatively few baronial slaveholders, North 
Carolina became conscious of its lowly 
position…  A poor relations complex put the state 
on the defensive.  But if there was a sentiment of 
inferiority, it was belligerent. And if the elegant 
accomplishments of others gave it an awareness of 
mediocrity, the mediocrity was militant.

Industrialization has created a financial and 
business elite whose influence prevails in the 
state’s political and economic life.  An aggressive 
aristocracy of manufacturing and banking, 
centered around Greensboro, Winston-Salem, 
Charlotte, and Durham, has had a tremendous 
stake in state policy and has not been remiss in 
protecting and advancing what it visualizes as its 
interests.  Consequently, a sympathetic respect for 
the problems of corporate capital and of large 
employers permeates the state’s politics and 
government.
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