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With its relatively few baronial slaveholders, North
Carolina became conscious of its lowly

position... A poor relations complex put the state
on the defensive. But if there was a sentiment of
inferiority, it was belligerent. And if the elegant
accomplishments of others gave it an awareness of
mediocrity, the mediocrity was militant.

Industrialization has created a financial and
business elite whose influence prevails in the
state’s political and economic life. An aggressive
aristocracy of manufacturing and banking,
centered around Greensboro, Winston-Salem,
Charlotte, and Durham, has had a tremendous
stake in state policy and has not been remiss in
protecting and advancing what it visualizes as its
interests. Consequently, a sympathetic respect for
the problems of corporate capital and of large
employers permeates the state’s politics and
government.
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Miss Pat Barber Page 2 December 2, 1959

The field of statistics is certainly wide open to womem. If you
are willing to take the mathematics and science courses and then
work very hard to get beyond the junior level, there are all
sorts of opportunities to go as far as you wish.

There are no good materials on careers in this field for it is
& very nev science.

I hope this helps you decide whether you are interested in statistics.
Sincerely,

Gertrude M. Cox, Head
Statisties Research Division

Decenmber 2, 1359

Miss Fat Barber
Rural Route 3
Frankfort, Indiana

Dear Miss Barber:

Your letter sent to the University of Michigan for some reason
has reached me Ly way of the University of North Carolina.

I believe very strongly tha irls showld
fessiom, even though their main aim is to
you are interested in seience and mathemmtics,
backgrounds on which our statisties is built, gonurss, a
well-rounded sducation in communications, history, economics,
and languages is essemtial.

The field of statisties as & basic sclence can be oriemted
toward the mthemtical emphasis or towards the use of
statistics to serve other fields., For our training of ex-
perimental statisticians we require a substamtial amount
of educstion in other scisnces such as blology, physics,
or chemistry.

The area of statisties is most interesting and challenging.
With & B.S. degree in mathemmtics, you would be somowhat
limited to computing, but this Lis better paying tham secre-
tarial vork. A higher degree in statistics would permit
you to move along sbout as far as you wish.

In the area of experimental statistiss, we coopernte with
the research workers in other science areas with the plan=
aing and then with the evaluation and imterpretation of
their research results. I could give a list of a varlety
of interesting areas in vhich I have cooperated such as,
the best methods of raising flovers in & greeahouse, devel-
opment and selection of new varieties of corm, the mutri-
tional problems among the Indian children in Cuatemmla, how
to sample gold in South Afriea, varistions in ways to mke
ting for cakes, how to evaluite the effective-
sprays, and many others.
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The most well known of his principles was what he called Brooks's
law: “Adding manpower to a late software project makes it later”

Dr. Brooks at the official introduction of the IBM System/360, a family of six

compatible computers, in 1964. He had been a champion of enabling programs written
for one 360 model to run on the others, which was uncommon at the time. 1BM Archives
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Mary-Dell Chilton

Career Highlights and Awards

Dr. Chilton has been recognized for her extensive contributions to
science. Notable awards include the World Food Prize in 2013 and
the Benjamin Franklin Medal, joining an esteemed group of
historical honorees including Thomas Edison, Pierre and Marie
Curie, Albert Einstein and Stephen Hawking.
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